
Source: The Times {Bricks and Mortar}
Edition:
Country: UK
Date: Friday 9, June 2017
Page: 10,11
Area: 753 sq. cm
Circulation: ABC 445737 Daily
Ad data: page rate £16,645.00, scc rate £75.00
Phone: 020 7782 5000

Keyword: Beauchamp Estates

Hampstead: a 
suburb with 
a story to tell 
This location, with its 
heath and shops, is 
the haunt of the 
literati and glitterati, 
says Liz Rowlinson 

H
ampstead, a rom-com
film to be released on
June 23, shines a
spotlight on the
property market in the
fashionable suburb of
northwest London.
Ecosse Films’

production features Diane Keaton 
as an American widow who 
helps an eccentric loner, 
played by Brendan 
Gleeson, to defend his 
self-built shack on 
Hampstead Heath 
from a large 
developer. 

The film, which
is based on a true 
story, not only 
showcases the wild 
beauty and leafy lanes 
of the 790-acre heath 
and the myriad historic 
pubs and grade II listed 
Georgian buildings in Hampstead 
Village, but also the spirit of the eclectic 
locals. Over the years these have 
included the poet John Keats, the painter 

John Constable and the politician Hugh 
Gaitskell, followed by the singers Sid 
Vicious and Boy George, the actress and 
politician Glenda Jackson and the 
comedian Ricky Gervais. With more 
than 60 blue plaques, the former spa 

town has always been a magnet for the 
intellectual, the artistic and the 
avant-garde, and people are prepared to 
pay a hefty price to live there. 

According to Knight Frank, the estate
agency, Hampstead, which is ten 
minutes from King’s Cross, is London’s 
highest-value residential property 
market outside central postcodes. About 
60 per cent of property transactions 
exceeded £1,000 a square foot in the 
year to April 2016, compared with 26 per 
cent in other London “village” locations, 
such as Barnes, Chiswick, Richmond
and Wimbledon. 

Why? “The choice of outstanding 
schools, open green space, shops and 
eateries ensure Hampstead remains one 
of the most popular areas to raise 
children and remain for the long 

term,” says Sarah Meikle, the
head of Knight Frank’s

Hampstead office.
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These factors are also
drawing buyers from

prime central
London, providing a
level of demand
that is bucking the
flat market, says
Giles Elliott, an
associate director at

Savills. “I have
buyers from the

‘golden postcodes’ of
Mayfair, Belgravia and

Kensington, who are fed up
with the traffic, noise and pollution

of town living and want to move to a 
better environment. There is also the 
perceived value of swapping a £3,000 
square foot home for one that is £1,200 a 
square foot — typical of Hampstead.” 
You can get anything from a 
one-bedroom flat for £450,000 to a 
£40 million new-build on the Bishops 
Avenue, but Elliott says that people buy 

according to transport links, schools and 
proximity to the heath and village. “Top 
of the three main areas in demand is east 
of the high street towards the heath, 
where Victorian terraced family housing 
costs £2.5 million to £5 million. 

“City bankers prefer West Hampstead
[Thameslink/Jubilee Line Tube], 
including Redington Road, the ‘Crofts’ 
[Rose, Holly and Fern], and also Frognal, 
a street with a rural feel, where you can 
get anything from a two-bedroom 
cottage for £1 million to a beautiful 
Georgian home like the former rectory 
where Sting used to live, which would be 
worth up to £15 million,” Elliott says.

Hampstead resident Mark Pollack of 
Aston Chase, the estate agency, picks out 
Templewood Avenue and Greenaway 
Gardens as sought-after streets. “The 
wide, lateral 1910-30 homes with big 
gardens are very popular with families. 
The wealth of fantastic schooling [there 
are about 25 schools] is a huge draw, 
with King Alfred School one of the 
liberal establishments, and Henrietta 
Barnett School frequently at the top of 
state school league tables. There’s a big 
European banking community, 
including Francophiles drawn by 
the continental-style café culture, 
Everyman cinema and upmarket 
boutiques of the village.”

Another popular area that Savills 
highlights is around Whitestone Pond, 

which is north of Hampstead Tube (and 
the highest point in London). Here you 
will find some of the oldest and most 
substantial homes around the heath, 
such as Cannon Hall, Daphne du 
Maurier’s six-bedroom, grade II listed, 
red-brick home, which sold for more 
than £20 million in 2015. 

There’s also the northern trio of the 
Bishops Avenue, Winnington Road and 
Ingram Avenue (named after Arthur 
Winnington-Ingram, once Bishop of 
London), where many sales are 
conducted off-market. “With several 
derelict plots sold to developers, the 
Bishops Avenue is something of a 
building site, yet in five years’ time will 
be the place to live again,” says Elliott. 

At the Buxmead development, 13 of 
the 20 super-high-end apartments are 
available from £5.25 million, which is the 

entry-level price for the avenue. Russians 
and Middle Eastern buyers, along with 
Hampstead locals, have bought there. 

A similar profile of buyer is also 
interested in a newly built 10,000 sq ft, 
Kelly Hoppen-designed, detached house 
for £16 million on Hampstead Lane, 
which runs between Kenwood House 
and the southern end of the Bishops 
Avenue. With seven bedrooms, a 
basement pool/spa and cinema room, it’s 
typical of the new generation of homes 
in the area, according to the agency 
Beauchamp Estates. 

Meanwhile, Kidderpore Avenue, near
“the Crofts”, is the location of two large 
projects. Hampstead Manor, by the 
developer Mount Anvil, includes the 
regeneration of Kidderpore Hall, a 
Greek revival mansion built in 1843 for 
the wealthy Englishman John Teil. The 
redevelopment project includes 125 
homes spread between 13 buildings, with 
prices from £755,000 for a one-bedroom 
apartment, rising to £17 million for the 
11,000 sq ft hall. 

Down the road is Barratt London’s 
Kidderpore Green project, which 
includes 93 homes in Hampstead’s 
distinctive red brick, priced from 
£1.2 million. The one to four-bedroom 
duplex apartments, with balconies or 
terraces, average £1,300 a square metre. 

A d G i l f

Reproduced by Gorkana under licence from the NLA (newspapers), CLA (magazines), FT (Financial Times/ft.com) or other copyright owner. No further
copying (including printing of digital cuttings), digital reproduction/forwarding of the cutting is permitted except under licence from the copyright 
owner. All FT content is copyright The Financial Times Ltd.

Article Page 2 of 4

392717434 - CRAWRI - B16619-1 - 126351868



Source: The Times {Bricks and Mortar}
Edition:
Country: UK
Date: Friday 9, June 2017
Page: 10,11
Area: 753 sq. cm
Circulation: ABC 445737 Daily
Ad data: page rate £16,645.00, scc rate £75.00
Phone: 020 7782 5000

Keyword: Beauchamp Estates

Andy Georgiou, a sales manager for 
Barratt London, says: “Buyers are local 
owner-occupiers who are downsizing 
and those after a London pied-à-terre, 
along with parents buying for children 
and first-time buyers. It’s a mixed bag, 
yet all of them love Hampstead.”

Diane Keaton and 
Brendan Gleeson in a 
scene from the film 
Hampstead. Left: in the 
Vale of Health, next to 
Hampstead Village, is a 
three-bedroom cottage 
on sale for £1.65 million 
through Savills. Top 
right: Lansdown House, 
a new-build with 
interiors designed 
by Kelly Hoppen, on 
Hampstead Lane is on 
the market for 
£16 million through 
Beauchamp Estates 
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This five-bedroom house on Downshire Hill in Hampstead, northwest London, is £5.75 million (Chestertons)
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